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Some Facts about SNNPRS 


General features 


pocation ¢ The Southern Nation, Natlonalitie { 
Peoples’ Reglonal State (SNNPRS ) |x sean =a 
the Southern and South Western part of = 
country bordering with Kenya in the South, the 
Sudan Republic in the South West Gambella 
Region In the North West and Oromlya Region In 
the North and East. 


Area 
The region has an area of about 113539 sq. km 


and accounts for ten percent of the total area of 
the Country, 


Administrative Division 
For administrative purpose, the region Is 
divided Into 12 zones (with 142 woredas ) and 7 
special woredas, 


Topography 

The region has undulating land feature dissected 
twice both by Omo-Ghibe basin and Rift Valley 
lake basin in the western, central and east-southern 
part of the region. Latitudinal variation ranges 
from 376 meters above sea level at Lake Rudolf 
to 4207 meters above sea level at mount Guge in 
North Omo zone, 


Climate 
The region has immense ecological and cultural 
diversity ranging from arid to semi-arid. The 
amount and distribution of rainfall varies from 


place to place. Its intensity, duration and amount 


increase from South to Northeast and Northwest. 
The mean annual rainfall ranges from 400-2200 
mm. Temperature decreases from South to North- 
East. The mean annual temperature anges from 


150c - 30 oc. 


2 
Population and Ethnicity 
The projected population of the Region in 1998 E 
estimated to be 11.3 million. The aigeebuon’ re 
the population by residential place describe te 
7.2 percent Inhabited in urban settlings W 
92.8% resides in rural areas- 


More than 56 Indigenous ethnic groups with their 
distinct languages and cultures inhabit the region. The 
different languages of these ethnic groups speak elong 
to the broad language families, |e. Omotic, Cushitic, 
Semitle and Nilotle. 


Natural Resources 


Minerals 


A generalized geological map of the country indicates 
that, the largest portion of the area and inter volcanic 
sedimentary by minerals of volcanic and basement 
rocks are found In some areas in western (maji area) 
and southeastern (sidama). The lower Omo valley 
from south Keffa down to Lake Rudolf is area of 
sedimentary rock. 


Although detailed study of mineral resource has not 
been conducted, the occurrence of some econo.aically 
valuable minerals such as gold and associated n‘inerals 
are reported by some previous studies under taken in 
Sidama, Gedeo and Bench Maji zones. 


In addition to the above mentioned precious minerals, 
the existence of industrial minerals such as coal, Iron 
ore, mineral water, clay etc. and construction materials 
like rhyolyte, curia, limestone etc, have been reported. 


And this generally suggests the promising potential for 
future exploitations of minerals in the region. 


Rivers and Lakes 

There are a number of water bodies, which have vital 
importance for irrigation development, hydroelectric 
energy production, fishery and other essential needs. 


Many perennial and seasonal rivers which have 
different water potential, volume and length of water 


~ coarse are found In the region. Volume and length in 


the region and the seventh largest river in the country 
rank river Omo (Gibe) which flows across the region, 
first. Its catchments area is estimated to be about 
78,000 sq.km. 
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GIMBY LEKEMPTI COFFEE, The bean varies coffee production are the favorable ecology fo! 
from medium large in size, It is mostly long and has highland coffee production; the availability of very 
pointed to ends. Its quality includes good acidity and broad genetic still largely untapped; the distinctive 
good quality cup, Gimbi is located in wolega region, high quality coffees well appreciated in international 


markets, etc, The rich experiences so far gained in the 
overall coffee sector are also indispensable factors 


HARAR COFFEF, Grown in the Bastern highlands can boot the potentials of coffee production. Indeed, 
of Ethiopia, Harar coffee is generally a long berry these factors constitute the foundation for the coffee 
with pointed ends. [Cis greyish to greenish in colour development programs in the country. 


With medium to light acidity, Its liquor quality is of a 
typical Mocha flayour and aroma. 


The country has the potential as well as the capacity 
to produce enough high quality coffee. Some of the 
major factors that could increase the potentials of 


ieee CLR RERREREEREEREREREAEEEREEREREREREREUEEE Se Ubeeseeaeseare Saanre sees, 
KAFA COFFEE CALL ' 


BY: Tsegaye Gabre - Medhin 
Ethiopia's poet laureate 


KAFA COFFEE call is our time tasted language 
Calling our great family 

Of one great world 
To the stimulating warmth 

Of our Ethiopian peace offering . 


KAFA COFFEE is the chosen seed of our first gods. 
It is like " the child is the father of the man." 
It is like the plant is the flesh of the African sun. 


That "the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom" 
Was first manifested by our ancient ancestors 
who sacrificed for Him their "best fruit of earth", 
This, our most treasured golden brown gift 

From our most gifted Ethiopian earth, 
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"Let us have coffee" is our first call. 

It is our way of inviting the world 
To wards the call for lesting friendsships. 
It is our prelude to wards the stem of love 
It is our way of gentle gesture 
To make our world more livable. 


To share our cup of coffee 
Is in order only to build 
The bridge of our togetherness 
For our world brotherhood. 
To share our cup of coffee 
Is in order only to share 
Our chosen offer of God's gift 
With our family of one humankind. 


KAFA COFFEE call is our time-tasted language 
It is the chosen seed of our first gods. 
It is like "the child is the father of the man." 

It is like the plant is the flesh of the African sun. 
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The fact that Ethiopia is believed to be the 


, original 
home Of Arabiea coffee and that coffe 


Ad ie Ry © still grows 
wild ts more than a sufficient proof that the country 
is naturally endowed with the optimum ecological 
conditions the plant requires, It grows wild 


; wer means 
chat is has withstood the ravages of nume 


. ’ - Prous pests 
and bacterial, viral, fungal plagues and diseases 


through millennia of ages. These attributes give it the 
genetic make-up and sturdiness to grow and spread 
with or Without minimum human pampering and 
interference, This means that there is not much. need 


pulping plants are coming into operation th the 
coffee producing regions. 

SIDAMO COFFEE 

The bean is small to medium, roundish in shape and 
hard texture, It has a good acidity, body and flavour, 
It is also an attractive coffee which finds flavour 
especially in the European markets, 


YERGA -CHEFFE COFFEE. 
It is oval to roundish compact shape with a tight 
centre cut, It is known for its good liquor quality, 





for pesticides, fertilizers and protection chemic , 
making coffee naturally organic 


The other interesting natural characteristic of 
Ethiopian coffee is its diversity in bean size, shape, 
cup taste, acidity and aroma, variation depending on 
the particular locality of growth. 


Indeed, the wide range ecological condition that 
prevails in Ethiopia has created a conducive 
atmosphere for the production of different quality 
types that one cannot find elsewhere. The most 
popularly known ones are sidamo, Yerga-cheffe, 
Limu, Kaffa, Gimbi (lekempti) and Harar named 
after their production areas (regions.) more coffee 


which is very distinctive and real mocha flavour and 
of well balanced acidity and body. Coffee roasters 
use it for blending. 


LIMU COFFEE, 


It is identical with Kaffa Coffee in shape, but Greyish 
and bluish in colour, it has a most distinctive flavour, 
mostly desired by discerning buyers for blending 
with other types which lack acidity and flavour. 
KAFFA COFFEE, — 


It is oval with round to pointed ends, and has 
greenish to brownish green colour. With a light and 
medium acidity, it offers a good balanced cup. 








erosron 


The backing up of these limited varieties with several 
coffee types could open up a uniqueopportunity and a 
and well standradized seed multiplication centres 

and strong seed export organizations, 


COFFEE ECOLOGY 

Climate and soils are the two most important factors 
that determine the ecology of coffee, Rainfall and 
temperature are the main variables that influence 
coffee production and prokuctivity.’ 


RAINFALL 


The rainfall pattern in the coffee areas is generally 
monomodal, with an annual distribution from 
February to March to November. The next season, 
i.e. November to February, is the dry spell. Although 
the average annual precipitation is 1300-1800 mm, 
some areas receive 200mm or more. 
TEMPERATURE. The ideal average temperature for 
coffee arabica is considered to be 18-220, and the 
temperature in the Ethiopian highland coffee areas 
falls within this range. : 


ALTITUDE 


Most of Ethiopian coffees are produced in the 
highland areas, whose altitudes range from 1500 to 
2000 m above sea level. 


SHADE TREES. 


It seems that one of the lessons man has learnt. from 
nature, for sustaining his coffee environment, is the 
use of shade trees. shade trees sustain production by 
prenance and conservation of soil fertility and 
moisture. regulation of extreme temperatures 
moderation of flower induction and fruiting to avoic 
overbearing and die-back; and improvement of 


coffee quality. 


According to a recent experiment in Guatemala by 
renowned coffee agronomists, both shade and 
altitued improve coffee cup quality. Among other 
things, shade and altitude slow down bean 





new trade corridor for Ethiopia to export coffee 
seeds. This further suggests the establishment of 
genuine 


maturation and thereby create favorable conditions 


DIVERSITY IN THE SYSTEM OF COFFEE 
MANAGEMENT 


Ethiopia posseses one of the largest and most 
complex self perpetuating Eco-systems, comprising 
the most diverse and varied plant species. The 
presence of wide ethnic-based cultural practices in 
the coffee growing areas also demonstrates that the 
country id the primary ground of tamed coffee with 
different production systems: forest, cattage and 
plantation coffee. 





Forest Coffee ( Kaffa ) 


Forest coffee has several definitions in the Ethiopian 
context. The diversity-based concept implies that 
coffee grows as an under-storey in the natural forest 
within a complex ecosystem and in a wild state with 
the least human interference and diversified coffee 
population. Wild forest coffees in the south and 
south -western forests of Ethiopia are the centres of 
these species . This region is the only area where 


wildly grown Arabica coffee is collected from an 
undisturbed ecosystem, 
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Coffee is a fruit bearing perennial and tropical crop 
and usually grows under a natural forest canopy. 
There are more than six cultivated species of coffee. 
Coffea arabic L is the only teraprloid and_self 
pollinated species of the genus coffea and constitutes 
about 80% of the world’s coffee trade. 


Ethiopia is the home of coffea arabical and the center 
of its origin and diversity. This spectes is found 8 
Wild state in the south - western rain forests of the 


country, 


The Species name, Arabica, was wrongly given % e 
Arabica by carlos linneaus, 4 naturalist who [rs 


described this species in a small garden in Yemen. a 


fact, he would have named it coffea abyssinical. If he 
had crossed the Red sea and proceeded to 
southwestern Ethiopia. 


As the home of coffea arabica, Ethiopia gave the 
world the seed and the cup, although the development 
of the present strong coffee industry is a result of the 
horticultural skills of the dutch and the effective 
dissemination made by missionaries. 


In fact, this global dispersion of seeds from a 
single plant, has made the whole genetic base of the 
present Arabica coffee industry very narrow, calling 
for strengthening coffee farms with diversified 
cultivars from the centre of variability through 
widening its genetic base in order to reduce genetic 
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lhe peoples of the SNNPR do have plentiful 
culiure, which ix unique to this Region. The 
elie diversity I ver high in Debub Omo 
core, where there are twelve mayor 
Nationalities fhe former Semien Omo 
Comprises seven nationalities, while Bench 
Maji Zone has five major nationalities 
followed by Kafa-Shaka cone, which has 
four nationalities. The people in Debube 
Omo and Bench-Maji Zones do have a diver 
Sified culture in their hairstyles. body 
decoration, dressing , wearing Jewelry and 
way of life. Among others, wedding, burial, 
religious and other cultural ceremonies 
mostly differ from nationality to nationality. 
The musical instruments and the dancing 
soles alse vary from one ethnic group to the 
other, All these aspects are fascinating 
attractions fo tourists. 


There are more than six monastries of 
Orthodox church in the Region. Many of 
them are very old, and were built before the 
invasion of Ahmed Gragn. At present , 
Muhur Eyesus and Midrekebd Abo 
monasteries Guraghe zone are being used as 
educational training centers of Orthodox 
churches. 


There are also lot of newly constructed ald 
mosques with their historical and cultural 
heritage, such as dilla, alaba kulito and 
Hossana Mosques. 


Caves are found in almost all places of the 
Region. The caves are found mostly on the 
side of cliffs, near by springs or rivers. 
Some of them are known for their 








Konso peasants with their musical instruments 


rcheological significance. Among these 
caves are Moche Borago of semien Omo , 
Diabaten of Bench-Maji, Wollo-Shoba of 
Kaffa-Shaka, Bandelicho of Hadiya, and 
Dawa of K.A.T. 


Stelae are among the oldest cultural 
heritages of the Region. They are found in 
Yem, Konso,Gedeo, Sidama, Guraghe, 
Bench-mayi and Semien Omo. The stelae are 
of different shapes. Some have cylindrical 
shape, Which represents, male sex organ 
while others are flat with engravings. These 
stelae attracted the interest of archeologists 
and in some places excavation is being 
carried out and based on these findings, 
Tiya stelae of the Guraghe zone is registered 
as one of the world heritages. 


Other tourist attraction areas are rock arts. 
which are found in wolyita, K.A.T and 
Gedeo zones. The rock arts are found 
mainly at the banks of small rivers. The 
engraved pictures mostly represent animals. 


There are alot of paleonthropological sites 
in the Region. Among these are Formations 
of shungura, Usno, Mursi, KibishFejeje, 
Weyto-Anchigere and Bur\ji Soyama are 
currently Known. 
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lhe Southern Resion has a number of water 
bodies that have vital importance for 
rigahion, hydroelectric power generation 
fishery and other essential needs 


There are more than seven hig rivers in the 


fF fix| crocodile and 
hippapy MH these lakesides one 
Can olse) different kinds of endemic 
animaly and birdy These lakes can he used 
for fishing, sunbathing, hoating and for 
other recreational values 


The Region ls endowed also with numerous 
hot aprings with the largest three located in 





fienors fate ( Sidama Zone) 


Region These are Gojeb-Gibe, Gelana, 
Bilate, Segen , Akobo and Woyto. Most of 
them flow deep in gorges through beantiful 
sceneries of forest and valleys, 


The Region is known for its longest Omo 
valley, which stretches from the northern 
part of the Region to the south, to lake 
Turkana. 


There are five major known lakes In the 
Region. They are lake Abaya, Chamo, 
Awassa, and small Abaya In yilte woreda, 
and chew Bahir, Lake Abaya 1s the second 
largest lake in the country Besides, there 
are a lot of small lakes expeclally on 
mountain top. There iw also an artificial 
lake called Dembi, in Hench-majl gone. 
Mou of the lakes are ryich in aquatic 


Gidabo,  Burgita and  Wondogenet. 
Furthermore, the mineral waters, the rich 
hot springs and the holy waters in Sidma 
zone, shenatino in kaffa-shaku zone, the 
logitta Fall in sidama zone, the Ajora fall in 
KAT zone, the Bardta Fall — in Kaffa- 
Shaka, and the Affo Fall in Guraghe zone 
are some of the natural attractions that have 
great potential for international tourists. In 
addition to this, the availability of Barbus, 
Telapla, Catfish, 


Nile Perch and other species of fishes in the 
lakes of the Region makes fishing a very 
attractive tourist Potential. Recreaional 
hoat services offered on these lakes and 
horse-driven cart services in the towns like 
Awassa, Arbaminch and Welkite are also 
additional attractions of the region. 
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East Affican market was only 1.7% — For 
comparison, in the — indicated year ity 
neighbour Keneya hosted more than one 
million tourists consisting of 20% of the 
market share in east Africa (WTO, 1999) 

In 1997 the registered receipts from tourivm 
was oniy 23 million US dollar. The highest 
percentage share in 1997 was for Europeans 
with 35.7% while the second, the third and 
the fourth were Afiicans, Americans and 
middle east which accounted For 32.6%, 
13.9% and 11.8%, respectively, 


ouniry of origin, the USA has the highest 
percentage of Visitors to Ethiopia (8.5%) 
italy stood second ( 6.5%) and UK took the 
third position (5.9%). Percentage share of 
Ethiopian arrivals residing abroad in the 
year 1997 was 7.7%. The Kenyans were at 
the top of the list of the African countries 
that visited Ethiopia. The number of 
Djiboutians are also among the top ones 
next to Kenyans. 

According fo the world tourism organization 
among the listed 17 East African Countries, 
Ethiopia stood 11” in the number of tourist 
arrivals and 25" among all African 
Countries. Some Countries which do not 
have much to offer had a large number of 
international arrivals than Ethiopia. For 
instance, Tanzania, uganda, Zambia, 
Mauritius, Malawi had more number of 
arrivals. 


Tourism Attractions 


In The Southern Nations Nationalities & 
Peoples Region 


The Southern Region (SNNPR) has all sorts 
of attractions including Natural, Science 
and Environmental; Historical and 
Manmad, cultural and Ethnic. Having these 
resources has make the Region a top tourist 
attraction area in the region. 


__Envioronmental 


Natural Scenfcand 


Attractions 


There are 3 National parks in the region. 
These are Nechisar, Mago and Omo 
National parks. These parks are located in 
Gamo-Goffa , Amaro, Debub Omo and 
Bench-Maji zones respectively, The National 
parks are designated primarily to protect the 
bio-physical environment and to serve as 
means of economic return through eco- 
tourism development, These parks are the 
most functional tourist attraction areas of 
the region. There are about 190 mammalian 
species and 656 species of birds in these 
National Parks. 


» The controlled hunting areas of the Region 
are concentrated in Southwestern parts of 
the Region mainly Gamu-Goffa Dawuro, 
Debub Omo and Bench-Maji Zones. The 
most known controlled hunting areas are 
Daworo-Konta Omo West, Akobo and 
Guraferda of Bench-Maji zone and Murvlie 
of South Omo zones. These areas are set 
aside for the sustainable exploitation of 
wildlife resources through touris Sport 
hunting with the issunance of licenses by 
the copetent authority. 


The mountains of the Region have 
magnificent scenery and have great 
importance being a point of good tourist 
attraction sites, a place of origin of the 
history of some nationalities, They are also 
sources of many rivers and springs. The 
Amaro Mountain; Mugo mountain in 
Guraghe; Amberecho in Kembata: Guge 
and: Gamo highlands of Gamo Goffa zone 
are some of the fascinating and charming 
mountains to vistors, 


The Southern Region is known for its 
natural and artificial forest with endemic 
frees and wild life resources, Most of the 





. temples; the Axumite obelis. 
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Tiya Stelae ( Guragie Zone) 


Tourism In Ethiopia 
Ethiopia is one of the largest countries in 


the sub-saharan Africa. Ethiopia has 
suitable climate , rich flora and fauna, 
breath-taking scenery, important and 
intriguing historical and archaeological 
sites and unique cultural heritages. 

Its capital, Addis Ababa is the venue of 
Africa being the seat of many regional and 
international organizations including the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) and 
the United Nations Economic Commission 


for African (UNECA) 


More than 800 species of birds reside in 
Ethiopia. There are also more than 1 00 
mamal species of which seven of the big 
mammals are unique to Ethiopia. The 
mountains, the lakes and the rivers of the 
country have many fascinating features. 
Ethiopia is a “thirteen months sur 
country. It is warm and pleasant througnou 
the year. 


Ethiopia has a rich history. Its Aee 
extends to the pre-historic perio 


é ! ‘Table. The yeah 
written history was not aa the Lalibela 








famous rock hewn churches; the Gonder 
castles; the Southern Ethiopia’s rich 
historical stelae and caves; the 
archeological sites of Melkakonteure, 
Hadar,Middle Awash, Afar, and Omo 
valley; and the konso pale ontological areas 
testify Ethiopia's mighty in the ancient 
times. 


Despite this abundance of tourism potential, 
the country is found at the last stage in the 
development of its tourism industry. Among 
the factors for its low level of tourism 
development are basic absence of basic 
infrastructure facilities and lack of 
promotional works for tourism attraction 
sites are the major ones. 


Ethiopia has registered 96141 international 
tourists in 1998 This declined by 5.2% 
compared to the 1997 tourism arrivals. In 
1996 and 1997 the international tourism 
arrivals registered in the country were 
108885 and 114732 respectively. The past 
Ethio-Eriterian crisis is assumed to affect’ 
the rate of growth of tourist arrivals in 
1998. 

Ethiopia's share of the market of Africa in 
the year 1998 was 0.5%. Its share in the 
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‘Tourism is an activity engaged in by people 
who travels and Tourists are persons taking 
part in tourism. A person visiting a country 
other than that in which he usually resides 
for a period of at least 24 hours can be 
called a Tourist. The purpose of his visit 
could be for pleasure, for health, for 
business, for meetings, or to see tourist 
attractions . 


a) Natural and Scenic Attractions 

The natural and scenic attractions are lakes 
and springs, water falls, National parks, 
controlled hunting areas, wild life reserves, 
sanctuaries, rivers, hot and cold springs, 
mountains and panoramic views, natural 
caves, forest and botanical gardens, valleys, 
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volcanic land forms and _ geologic 
formations, ete. 
b) Historic and man made attractions 


The historic and man made. attractions 
include churches, monasteries and mosques, 
Historical buildings and palaces, paleo 
anthropological areas, museums, Battle 
places traditional worship sites, caves, stele 
and rock arts, Archaeological sites, birth 
Places of famous people, Terracing and 
Fishing 

¢) Cultural and ethnic attractions 

The cultural and ethnic attractions include 
ceremonial dances and costumed events 
ethnic celebrations and folklore, special 
nationality days and unique hairstyles, 
market places and festivals, handicrafts, etc 
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Tiys Stelae ( Guragie Zone) 
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High loeal, industrial and 
| Market demand — for 
pieces of different types, 


es 
Pot 


Occurrence 
=< ence of spices in the 
CNN PR 
PRS, I general, crops are 

arranged in an almost fixed pattern with 
SOME Spices 
vegetables, enset and Coffee in the 
gardens around the homesteads Spices 
those are grown in different zones and 
special woredas of the Region are 
mentioned here under: 


Location (zone or special woreda) Spices & herb 


1. Guraghe Fewwgreek,onions, garlic, pepper, basil, ru 
e,fennel,coriander, bishops weed. black 
ceimin, buckthorn. 


2. Sidama and gedeo onions, Garlic, basil, rue lemon grass, 
pepper, coriander fennel, buckthorn 
pepper, basil, ginger, garlic, onions, 
fengreek, lemon grass,buck thorn, rue 
coriasner,fenrel, they me, korerima. 
onions, garlic, pepper, ginger 
coriander, black caiman, bishops weed, 
ginger 
pepper , korerima, buck thorn, ginger, 
black climin, bishops weed lemon grass, 
onions garlic, rul , fennel, _ basil 
Coriander, turmeric, long pepper 
pepper, ginger, anise onion, garlic, 
korerima 


nepper , basil, onions 


rm 
7 +, 






Black Pepper 









































6. kefay sheka and bench maji 
















Region in Ethiopia possessing the 
suitable ecology of many spices be it 
indegenous or exotic to be develop in 
small or at large scale. 


species like 
n, cardamom could 


Moreover, exotic 
Blackpepper, ciname 
- zones 9 
Be also EAP * ie Pe aouha the 
the region. Hence It '5 
eniees ig one 0° the outstanding 
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capsicum (Red pepper) Gainyel | alse 


Cardamom, cumin, and Coroander, Red 





pepper ts also exported as oleoresin 
paprika, Ethiopia exports its spices and 
spice based produces to Kenya South 
Africa, Germany, Greece, Netherlands, 
Sweden, Switzerland United kingdom, 
Russia, Canada, united states of America 
and Israel, 


On the other hand imports of spices into 
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Ethiopia Showed substantial growth in 
the past years from 305 tons valued 1.3 
Million Birr in 1995 to 644 tons valued 
3.2 Million Birr in 1997. The main 
spices imported to Ethiopia are Cloves, 
Cinnamon, Cumin and vanilla. 


6. Future direction 
Spices Production in the country should 


be export oriented so that it can be a 
valuable source foreign exchange 
directly or indirectly by import 


substitution. The contribution of spices in 
national economy should definitely by 
improved. This can be done only when 
the major constraints of expanding spice 
production are well identified and 
prioritized for action. On one hand 









Cloves 


Presently there is an increasing interest in 
spice production in the country mainly 
due to: 


a. Availability of highly diversified and 
favorable environment conducive for the 
Production of exotie and indigenous 
spices, Many types of spices are growing 
in coffee areas of the country, 


b, Presence and availability of both 


7, 





tionally and internationally recognized 
spices indigenous to the country. Of 
which Korarima (wildly growth in the 
region) and long pepper are worth while 
to be mentioned. 


c. The very great role spices play in 
Ethiopian diet. Owing to the food habit 
most of the people use large quantities of 
herb and spices in the daily food 
Preparations and thus high local demand. 


d. The fact that some of the major spice 
crops (korarima and long pepper) have 
originated in the moist Montana ever 
green rain forests of the country long 
with Coffee Arabic and thus are 
compatible with each other as well are 
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alkaloids have curative Carminative and 
aphrodisiac properties and thus are 
increasingly being used in current 
pharmaceutical formulae, spices used 
in pharmaceutical preparations include 
pepper, cinnamon, nutmeg and mace, 
cloves, pimento, chillies as Oleoresins, 
Ginger, Turmeric, vanills, Coriander ete. 


3. As source of cash income 

and employment 
As a source of cash income spice and 
spice products are highly essential. 
Spices, one of the horticultural crops, are 
intensively cultivated crops. Therefore, 
there is high labor demand for their 
cultivation. A considerable employment 
opportunity can be secured in the areas 
of harvesting, processing and 
standardizing spices and Herb’s. Owing 
the general suitability and adaptability of 
spices as garden crops (as in the case of 
Indonesia) this cultivation can be 
encouraged as secondary or tertiary cash 
crops essentially to supplement the 
income of small farms. 


These numerous and valuable crops in 
the country could be a means of not 
only promoting in come generation for 
the grower and the nation but also means 
of absorbing the huge unemployed 
mass in the Country. 


4. Diversification of Agriculture 

Ethiopia is the fifth strongly reliant 
country on Coffee \60%/ after Uganda 
\94.45/, Rewanda \90.7%/, Burundi 
\81.9%/ and Guatemala \63.7%/, Brazil, 
which is the leading coffee producing 
country of the world, has the lower 
dependency currently less than 5% on 


coffee. Therefore, Considering the 


extremely volatile r 
coffee and unpredictable 


e international price of 
weather 
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changing it would be impossible to 
diversity our export commodities. 
Therefore spices together with other 
horticultural crops such as vegetables, 
fruits and flowers, are on top of export 
oriented crops . 

5. Demands for spices. 

Presently the national market demand of 
korarima,longpepper, chilies, ginger, 
furmeric and most other her bakes spices 
is met by local production brought both 
the national and local markets by 
individual farmers and traders, obtained 
form naturally growing plants and or 
from small scattered peasant holding. 
while the other important spices such as 
pepper \ Black pepper/ , Cardamom, 
Cinnamon, clove, nutmeg, pimento and 
vanilla etc. are being imported. 

pepper is internationally invariably the 
principal spice graded in terms of both 
volume and value. next in importance is 
the capsicum group consisting of paprika 
chilies and cayenne pepper. 


Developed counties are important in 
terms of import demand for most spices. 
North America is worlds largest 
individual market for spices Germany 
continue to be the largest single market 
in Europe and the second largest in the 
world , after the United States. In the 
Asian and Pacific region, the major 
consumer of spices is Japan. Latin 
America countries are Significant 
Importers of Cinnamon and Cassia. 
Middle East countries are major markets 
for cardamon accounting 80% of the total 
world consumption of this spice . 


Export of spices from Ethiopia amounted 
to Just over 912 tons valued 4.4 million 
Birr in 1997, and 934 tons valued 9.6 
million Birr in 1998. The Main locally 
produced and exported spices are 








the other. while the in- Triassic factors, in 
dude. features such as appearance, 
texture, consistence , and above all 
flavour, are of great importance. 


For this reason, it is necessary to improve 
the flavor of the main group of our staple 
food items. It is for this purpose that the 
aromatic products \ mainly spices and 
Herb’s/ are used to enhance \ flavoring/ 
taste and improve the quality of life issue 
such as dietary quality, enjoyment in 
eating and drinking, hence making life 
worth and enjoyable. Thus as food 
additives or taste improving items, these 
aromatic Products improve the taste, 
smell and stimulate digestive system and 
thus palatability and digestibility of the 
food to which are added 


4.2 Asa source of essential Oils 

Advanced countries use The oils 
extracted from spices for industrial uses 
such as cosmetics, food stuff, beverages, 
perfumes, pharmaceuticals, cigarettes, 


etc. 





Cinnamon 


The Ethiopian spice Extraction Factory 
Processes locally grown spices for export. 
The Factory has capacity to process 180- 
200 tons of oleoresin per year but it is 
currently running under capacity \ 80-90 
tons per year/ limited to extracting 
oleoresin paprika from the indigenous 
pepper variety Mark Ana. 


1.3. As Source of Color 

Spices or dye extracted from spice 
materials improve Color and develop the 
appearance of the product. Thus as 
colouring material, spices are widely 
used in food, cosmetic, pharmaceutical, 
textile industries and others 


2. As medicine 

Spice or spice based essential oils and 
oleoresin in addition to their use as 
devouring agent are used for medicinal 
purpose for their natural as preservative, 
stimulating curative as well tonic effect 
and anti-microbial properties. Spice 
based essential oils, oleoresin and 
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The History of spices in the 
great antiquity 


immemorial, 


World is of 
ae back to times 
3 certainty, the tole Spice 
played is out of all Pant ae 
volume of thelr CoWsUMption, They have 
& profound influence on the course of 
history and civilization of the world! 
spices have played an important role in 


the history of civilization exploration and 
commece, 


In the earlier times, spices have been as 
eagerly as sought after gold. some spices 
such as black pepper corns were used 
as a currency to pay taxes, tolls ,rents, 
and dowries. 








Merzia Bekele 
Promotion Team Leader 
|. Importance of spices in diets 
1.1 As flavoring materials 

Spices hold avery special place in the 
diet of Ethiopian people. This is due to 
the food habit society’s uses large 
quantities of spices and its service Serbs 
in the daily food preparation The results 
in higher per capita consumption. there 
is huge domestic demand as indicated by 
the ever rise in the price spices locally. 


The acceptance of food depends up on 
many factors, some of = which are 
external to the product while others are 
intrinsic to it Of the external factors, 
features such as price, packaging, 
convenience, and advertising play a pat 
in our selection of one food product over 
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